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National Museum
of Korea

Daily Life of Ancient Egyptian‘s
I. Ornament Materials

Meet Egyptian Art

at the National Museum of Korea .

Since the ancient Egyptian civilization has existed for 3,000 years, it is not easy
to sum up the characteristics of the history and culture in a few words, Throughout
the years, people in ancient Egypt have believed that life and death are con-
nected and humans don't die but live forever. Their belief is similar to the fate
of the River Nile, which overflows regularly and has become the foundation of
civilization. Ornaments from ancient Egypt contain the spirit of transcending life
and death. Let’s take a look at the materials used for ornaments and discover

: their intentions.
Material and Meaning of Ornament

Ancient Egyptians believed that ornaments heightened the beauty of human body and functioned as amulets that could protect them against supernatural powers.
They put special meanings to the materials used for making accessories. Let's find out what materials were used.

@ Gold @ Turquoise © Lapis lazuli

Ancient Egyptians considered gold as the skin of the gods,
and silver as the bone of the gods. Gold and silver were very
precious back then. Besides, since there was no silver in
Egypt, it was imported from abroad. This made silver even

Turquoise is a bluish mineral. Ancient Egyptians considered

blue as the symbol of resurrection and growth and dealt with
it carefully. Turquoise was very expensive when it was mined
in nature. Thus, people needed to find alternative materials (e.g.

Lapis lazuli or lapis for short, was a deep-blue, rare mineral.
Lapis mines were located in Afghanistan, distant from Egypt,
which made it very expensive. Lapis lazuli, like turquoise,
symbolizes resurrection and growth.

more precious than gold. faience), blue like turquoise but easy to get and inexpensive.

@ Cowrie shell

Ancient Egyptians believed that cowrie shells had spiritual power
for fecundity. Wealthy Egyptians liked to wear amulets shaped
with cowrie shells and accessories made of cowrie shells.

® Faience

Faience is a sintered ceramic made of finely ground quartz.
Faience objects were glossy like glass, delicate blue, and
inexpensive, as a perfect alternative for pricey turquoise and
Lapis lazuli. The material became very popular among kings
and nobles and was widely used in later generations.

# Find various ornaments made of different materials
in the gallery. Which material did you find?
Is there any material that you use in your daily life?

Cowrie-Shaped Amulet
in Gold Ring

Necklace with Fiance Pendant Gold Ring

| Amulet Decorated with Turquoise and Lapis lazuli

How Was it Made?

# Look closely at the Wedjat-Eye amulet in the Egypt gallery. Do you see that the artwork is decorated
with tiny gold granules? The delicate decorating technique is called “filigree.” Find another artifact
decorated with the same technique at the Silla Kingdom Gallery. Why do you think that a similar
process was used in two remotely—located countries in terms of time and space?

# Ancient Egypt had artisans who specialized in refining materials, making designs, and producing
ornaments. Is there a similar job today?

== [hink Deeper —

Ancient Egyptians used a variety of materials to make ornaments. Some of materials were very hard to find in Egypt and had to be imported from foreign countries. Today we are living in a world where everything
is swiftly connected through the internet. However, communication and transportation weren't developed in the past, which means acquiring precious materials for ornaments must have been extremely difficult.
Consider this and enjoy the ornaments in the Egypt gallery. ==

In-ancient Egypt, nobles or wealthy people used ornaments made of precious metals or gemstones such as gold, silver, turquoise, and amethyst. For ordinary people, faience was commonly used for accessories because it was
relatively cheap and easy to manipulate. As time passed, faience was in fashion among kings and nobles and was used to make not only ornaments but also crafts and furniture. Why do you think the ruling class began to like
faience? Is there any example that a popular trend dominates the entire society today?

arandhia@korea.kr  Consultant: Kwack Min-soo (Egyptologist)-
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